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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tHe MEGIDDO MISSION 
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What Does the Bible 
Mean to You? 


You will find this eight-page leaflet a 
convenient way to create opportunities to 
discuss the truth on various Bible subjects. 
It contains brief and pithy answers to 15 
Biblical questions, some of which are: 

What is man’s nature? 

Is heaven to be our future home? 

Will Jesus return to earth? 

Is there a place of torment for the wicked? 

Who or what is the devil? 

Shall earth be destroyed? 

As a representative of true Bible teach- 


ings you cannot afford to be without these 
tracts. Send for a supply today. 
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dren at crossroads. They have turned their 
faces back on the path that leads to Death 
and have chosen as their destination, Life 
and happiness. 

This picture illustrates the purpose of 
the book. Through the medium of simple 
stories with their obvious moral lessons it 
endeavors to influence the child, beset by 
many base attractions, to choose the right 
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Blessed Friendship 


Dear Sister: 

I am always glad to hear from each of 
you. It is such a comfort and joy to be able 
to keep in touch with each other. We are 
very thankful to God for such wonderful 
friends. 

I am striving to live my best each and 
every day. There is nothing greater before 
me than to have a knowledge of the truth 
and live to do the will of God. 


Charlottesville, Va. os: as 


The Messace, a very good Leader 


Dear Christian Friends: 

“All roads lead to Rome,” but only one 
road leads to the Kingdom of God. I firmly 
believe that the MESSAGE is a very good 
leader. 


Prescott, Ont. A. G. 


Working on Self 


Dear Sisters: 

I think of you so often that I must write 
to you. I am well and happy and hope I am 
moving upward, as no one can stand still. 

I am always glad when things come up 
to try me, so I can see if I have overcome 
in that part. Often I am not as strong as 
I thought and I try harder to overcome. I 
won’t forget that you said, “always keep 
the tension tight.” I found that if I don’t, 
something will slip out that will defile, and 
I do want to overcome every sin. The way 
to get everything done is to work hard. I 
am beginning to love the job, only I see I 
must watch more closely. 


Rome, Ga. d. B 


False Fear versus True Fear 


Dear Brother: 

Fear is one of the natural instincts of 
nearly every living creature, whether of 
human beings or animals. It is a protection, 
a precautionary warning against the haz- 
ards of everyday existence. But ours should 
be a different kind of fear. In this great 
race we have started out to run, we have 
need to fear and watch our every step. 
There are many pitfalls on every side, and 
many stumbling blocks in our way. We 
should, indeed, be thankful that ours is a 
faith that teaches us that we must work out 
our salvation with fear and trembling. 

The fear of this unenlightened world 
most certainly borders on hysteria and is 
fulfilling to the very letter the prophetic 
forecast of the time of the end. We whose 
lives have been illuminated with truth’s ra- 
diant light can see that the world is rapidly 
growing worse, that the prophecies foretold 
many years ago are being fulfilled before 
our eyes today. Men’s hearts are failing 
them for fear and for looking after those 
things that are coming on the earth. 

Elgin, Oregon J. G. 
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elf - Renouncement 


The following article appears in this issue in connection 
with our annual Self-Denial Week—February 2—8. 


nothing, he deceiveth himself. But let every man 
prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing 
in himself alone, and not in another.” 

So wrote St. Paul in his Epistle to the Galatians. When 
this apostle could not visit the people to whom he had 
preached and who were so dear to him, if there was need 
he wrote letters to them; and as there seemed to be much 
need, he became a great letter writer. In these letters he 
discusses many important matters engaging and disturb- 
ing the minds of the infant churches. 

One of the chief attractions of these epistles is the 
disclosure of Paul’s own feelings and sentiments. They 
are intimately autobiographical and show plainly his 
modesty. He opens his heart to his converts with a rarely 
beautiful and trustful simplicity. But does he spare him- 
self? Indeed not; he is perfectly frank to blame himself, 
if there is cause. With what humility does he remember 
his days of persecution when his fanaticism drove him to 
deeds of torture and blood, those days when he thought 
himself doing God service. He says: “I am the least of 
the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, be- 
cause I persecuted the church of God.” Again he says: 
“T thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for 
that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry; 
who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and in- 
jurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly 
in unbelief.” 

How tender Paul is in that little Epistle to Philemon, 
when pleading for the servant Onesimus: “Wherefore, 
though I might be much bold in Christ to enjoin thee 
that which is convenient [or becoming], yet for love’s 
sake I rather beseech thee, being such a one as Paul the 
aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ. I beseech 
thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my 
bonds: which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but 
now profitable to thee and to me... not now as a servant, 
but above a servant, a brother beloved.” 

And was there ever such a rejoicing man as Paul was? 
That remarkable Epistle to the Philippians was set to 
a high note of exultation; and yet it was written in a 
Roman jail which bore no resemblance to our modern 
prisons with their light, warmth, radios, spacious and 
airy recreation rooms and attractive grounds, but was a 
filthy and pestilential hole in the ground, totally unfit 
for a human being. While he was there, awaiting his 
final trial, knowing full well that the time of his “de- 
parture” was at hand, he wrote to his beloved Philippians. 
Near the close of it he is so abounding in the joy of his 
position that he breaks forth exultantly, “Rejoice in the 
Lord always.” Then, as if thinking of it for a moment 
and realizing that nothing better than that can be said, 
he repeats it, “Again I say, Rejoice.” What an example! 


T A MAN think himself to be something, when he is 


There are those to whom the question arises as to how 
we are to reconcile Paul’s law of rejoicing with Christ’s 
law of self-denial. Jesus emphasized the idea of self- 
renouncement so insistently, so stressed it, we may say, 
that it became in an outstanding degree one of the char- 
acteristic sayings of His teachings. So much is this the 
case that one eminent writer has called it the secret of 
Jesus; that is, the inmost principle of His message to 
men. He said in Luke 9: 23, 24, “If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross 
daily, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life 
shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, 
the same shall save it.” 

The term self-denial, or “deny-himself,” is misleading 
to some. God never asks us to deny ourselves of one good 
thing; it is only of those things which are detrimental. 
Let us consider this for a moment. Man is something like 
a building in his construction. The foundation of his 
being is the animal life. There are all the appetites and 
desires, the animal instincts and propensities, which form 
the substratum of his natural existence. On this founda- 
tion of animal instincts and passions is reared the struc- 
ture of the intellectual faculties, and this structure con- 
stitutes man—a rational, self-determining being. But, 
“thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” Above these faculties, and devel- 
oped from them, are the qualities which make man a 
spiritual being, and which differentiate the Christian spe- 
cifically from the man of the world. These are a con- 
science educated by the Word, moral insight, reverence, 
and when fully developed the result is “love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, tem- 
perance.” And we are assured that “against such there 
is no law.” For “they that are Christ’s have crucified the 
flesh with the affections and lusts.” This, then, constitutes 
the human being: the animal foundation; the intellectual! 
superstructure; and, supreme above these, the spiritual 
faculties as the crown and finishing touch of all. 

Now self-denial or self-renouncement is losing in the 
lower ranges of life for the sake of the higher ranges. 
It is subordinating the physical for the sake of the intel- 
lectual and spiritual; it is refusing the lower for the 
worth and joy of the higher. It is, to repeat Christ’s own 
words, losing one’s life that he may find it. It is in this 
sense giving up something inferior that he may find what 
is inestimably better. Even apart from religion, it is a 
course that should be pursued to attain success in this 
life. We see this law verified every day. The great writers 
call our attention to it. One expressed it thus: “Every- 
thing cries out to us that we must renounce.” And an- 
other voiced the general experience when he said, “All fine 
acquirement implies a foregoing exercise of self-control.” 

That is self-denial. The mind and affections must be 
so bent upon the attainment of the higher that the lower 
is abandoned, or subordinated; not with regret, however, 
but with joy. That was what Jesus did. In that matchless 
Epistle to the Hebrews Paul says of Him that He, “for 
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the joy that was set before him, endured the cross, de- 
spising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of 
the throne of God.” He refused, He renounced, the lower 
for the higher; and He was happy in it. 

And Paul denied himself. It is not to be supposed that 
it was something to be coveted to be estranged from his 
own countrymen, to be shipwrecked, beaten on the bare 
back by a brutal Roman soldier until the blood ran, and 
then thrust into a vile prison or confined in the public 
stocks, stoned and left for dead, accounted as the offscour- 
ing of all creation, and hunted as a pestilent disturber 
of public order. But he endured it, and even came to glory 
in his tribulations, because he was satisfied that he was 
losing his life only to gain fullness of life—eternal life. 
The things that were gain to him he counted loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus. It was losing, 
and yet it was not losing; for nothing is really a loss that 
is renounced for something that is a thousandfold better. 

We abstain from certain foods that injure us because 
health is better than indulgence of appetite. Or we break 
some unwholesome or dominating habit because we place 
a higher value upon freedom than upon any gratification 
which the habit may yield us. We lose the enslaving habit, 
but we gain mental and moral liberty; and so the ap- 
parent loss is not loss at all, but all gain. Self-denial is not 
the loss of anything essential to one’s real self, to true 
manhood and womanhood, or to genuine joy. Not content 


Remember, man of woman born, 

Of strength and beauty soon is shorn; 
Remember that his days are few, 
And full of weary troubles, too; 


to dwell in the lower, the animal nature, nor yet in the 
mere intellectual, he who would master self will mount to 
the highest rooms, as it were, where the windows are 
opened out toward the stars and the clear heaven of 
beauty and truth, and there he will find that peace which 
passeth understanding. 

And what is the instrument by which this separation or 
division between the lower and the higher nature is ac- 
complished? It is “the word of God,” which “is quick and 
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, pierc- 
ing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of 
the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart.” This powerful “sword of the 
spirit” will enable us to cut away and destroy the lower 
or animal propensities and give the spiritual the as- 
cendancy. 

In concluding the Epistle to the Galatians, Paul ad- 
monishes us that “in Christ Jesus neither circumcision 
availeth anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new crea- 
ture. And as many as walk according to this rule, peace 
be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.” He 
had accomplished the work, and he says: “Be ye followers 
of me, even as I also am of Christ.” This word of God had 
become indelibly inscribed in his forehead so that it could 
not be effaced. Therefore he could say with confidence: 
“Let no man interfere with me after this, for I bear 
branded on my body the owner’s stamp of Jesus” (Moffatt). 


Heed not the heart’s deceitful wiles; 
Heed not the tempter’s luring smiles; 
Heed not the worldling’s look of scorn; 
Heed well the voices now that warn 


Like flowers that gratify the eye, 
They grow, and bloom, and fade, and die. 


Remember, time is speeding on, 
Remember, all the past is gone; 
Remember, duties wait each day, 
And Wisdom says, Make no delay, 
Each passing moment well improve 
By duties done, and deeds of love. 


Remembering that to God we owe 


Remember Sodom, of ancient story; 
Her wickedness, her boast and glory; 
The high, the low (the fiat just), 
Alike are moldering in the dust. 


The fires of wrath no man could stay, 


Destroyed forever, in a day! 


The lesson comes to you and me: 

So must it lie as falls the tree; 

Of life and strength forever shorn, 
No more shall fruit its boughs adorn. 


Of traps, and snares, and sinful lust; 
Heed well the law of God most just. 


Another year may not be ours; 
Another summer with its flowers 
May find us in a dreamless sleep; 
And, good or ill, the angels keep 
Our record, and the books will tell 
How grew the tree, and how it fell. 


Remember the cross we all must bear; 





The blessings that so freely flow; 
Remember His great love so free, 
To those who walk in purity. 

The goodness and severity 

Of God, may well remembered be. 


A little space is left to run, 
And what we do must soon be done. 


Remember the crown we all may wear; 
Remember the glorious Promised Land, 
The song of triumph, the anthem grand: 
Remember, no time is left to waste, 
Remember the watchword, “Haste, make 
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SELF-DENIAL WEEK 


For the benefit of our many readers who may wish to 
observe the time with us, we are announcing that our 
annual Self-Denial Week will be observed from February 
2nd through the 8th. During this time all dainties, des- 
serts, cheese (not cottage cheese), meats, fish, fowl, eggs, 
will be dispensed with and choice be made of any three 
substantial articles of food, the entire meal being con- 
fined to this selection. Each meal may be varied as de- 
sired with the choice of fruits (fresh, frozen or canned), 
vegetables (seasoning included), bread, biscuits, or muf- 
fins, butter, cereals, and milk. Whatever our choice, we 
must be certain there is a denial in it, that is, we should 
not select foods which we naturally like and could make 
a meal of them anytime. Exception is made for the aged 
and those under the care of a physician or on special 
diets. 


As a potent means of gaining control of the appetite 
and bringing the body into subjection to Divine Law, no 
surer method has been discovered than fasting, prayer, 
and self-denial. It must be done to God alone, and be a 
denial that is felt, if we would banish the “old man’ from 
our being. As an exercise to self-discipline and godliness, 
can we not enter into this period of denial wholeheartedly, 
remembering the many times it is recorded of our great 
Example, Christ, that He fasted and prayed? When we 
consider the denial and hardship that is the lot of the sol- 
dier who fights for the cause of liberty, we realize how 
small indeed is the above-mentioned sacrifice. Therefore, 
let us enter into this spiritual exercise with an earnest 
desire and determination to attain real growth toward 
the stature of our Master. 


SERIES: 


PART TWO 


The Great Apostasy 


—or Departure from True Religion— 
The Period of Transition from Truth to Error 


greatest of inspired men, Daniel, Jesus, and Paul, an- 

ticipated the Apostasy, a time when all mankind would 
turn from truth to fables. The record of history verifies 
such Bible prophecy. The means by which this transition 
took place is a topic which occupies many chapters in the 
works of every historian who deals with the Roman 
Empire, for this transition from truth to error was not 
the work of years but of centuries. 

In the first place, let it be understood that the Roman 
Empire which was expanding its bounds before and dur- 
ing the time of Christ was predominantly pagan. People 
worshiped the only gods they knew, gods fashioned with 
their own hands, and after their own likeness. The true 
God was unknown. When disaster threatened, it bespoke 
the wrath of the gods who could be pacified only by sac- 
rifice. When prosperity prevailed, that was the sign of 
their favor. 

The ministry of Christ touched only an obscure corner 
of the Roman world. However, His resurrection brought 

such conviction to the apostles that they 
Loyalty of the launched the greatest missionary venture 
Early Christians in history. From Palestine to Macedonia, 

from Italy to Spain, they went, proclaim- 
ing the true God and establishing churches everywhere, 
churches which were fired with the zeal and vigor of 
youth. 

Thus Christianity spread and flourished in the first 
century after Christ—but not without opposition. As we 
have said, paganism was in vogue in the world in which 
the early Christians lived. All the gods of all the con- 
quered nations were adored in Rome and other centers 
of the Empire. Whether it was the Roman Jupiter, the 
Persian Mithras, or the Egyptian Isis, the people wor- 
shiped indiscriminately at their shrines. But the Christian 
was forbidden by the tenets of his faith to bend the knee 
to any, save the true God. His stern and rigid refusal to 
do homage to these gods of wood and stone excited the 
bitter wrath of the authorities. Christianity was posi- 
tively illegal, proscribed as such by the laws of Rome, and 
to stamp out this heresy became the purpose from time to 
time of the Imperial Government. To accomplish their 
ends, they resorted to imprisonment, confiscation, even 
death; often the Christians were fed to beasts in the 
arena, 

Though the penalties for being a Christian were not 
always enforced, still the sword of the law was ever hang- 
ing suspended over their heads, and the cord on which 
that sword hung was indeed a slender one. At any hour, 
the caprice of an Emperor, the fanatical zeal of a provin- 
cial governor, the unreasoning fury of a mob, excited by 
passion, greed, jealousy, might call down on the heads of 
the Christians resident in the city or province the execu- 
tion of the law which pronounced them dangerous to the 
State, enemies of Rome. While no doubt every persecu- 
tion produced its lapsi, the majority of Christians re- 
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[’ IS apparent from the Biblical evidence that the 


mained loyal to their God in the face of tremendous op- 
position and with all the forces of the pagan world ar- 
rayed against them. 

The attrition of the years brought a change in their at- 
titude, a weakening of their moral stamina. Several 
causes contributed. Time was moving them ever further 
from the impact of the first century revival under Christ 
and His apostles. Then, too, the Holy Spirit was no longer 
present to convict and convince. That power 
had been valid only until the end of the Jew- 
ish Age (A. D. 70), as promised (Matt. 28 : 20, 
R.S.V.), its prime purpose to confirm the Word having 
been accomplished with the completion of the Bible by 
John the Revelator (Heb. 2:3, 4). Another cause of the 
trend toward Apostasy is noted by Donald Spence who 
treats the subject of primitive Christianity: 


Laxity 


“For the first 150 years of its existence, the story of 
Christianity is the story of a separate people: of some- 
thing apart from the Empire. But after the death of Mar- 
cus their numbers and influence brought the Christians 
into daily contact with the government in Rome or in one 
or other of the provinces.”* 


The story of the Church can no longer be kept separate 
from the story of the Empire. At this very point, and for 
this very cause, the corruption of the Church accelerated 
rapidly. 

“Vice is a monster of so frightful mien 
As to be hated needs but to be seen; 


Yet seen too oft, familiar with her face, 
We first endure, then pity, then embrace.” 


The Christians had been warned repeatedly by Paul 
to come out from the world and be separate, to avoid be- 
coming entangled in the affairs of this life (II Cor. 6: 17, 
18; II Tim. 2:3). If they had heeded these two commands, 
their history might have continued to be written in a 
series of glowing triumphs. But instead, they disregarded 
their sacred law and entered into daily intercourse with 
the people of the Empire. The very contact with the 
life and affairs of the nation proved infectious. The in- 
numerable deities and rites of polytheism were so closely 
interwoven with every circumstance of business or pleas- 
ure, of public or of private life, that it was impossible to 
escape the observing of them without, at the same time, 
renouncing the commerce of mankind. This they were un- 
willing to do. 

Thus it was that in the last years of the second cen- 
tury began the famous disputes concerning “Church Dis- 
cipline.” Among those who warred unrelentingly against 
the growing laxity were Hippolytus of Rome and Tertul- 
lian of Carthage. Of the latter the historian says, 


“Tertullian was persuaded that the church in the per- 
sons of its responsible leaders had left its first love, and 


Early Christianity and Paganism. —DONALD SPENCE. 
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was sanctioning a more lax and easy way than had been 
set forth as the pattern life by the apostles and the teach- 
ers of the first hundred years of the existence of Chris- 
tianity as a religion and a life. These troubles arose from 
the changed conditions, notably from the numbers and 
social position of the Christians, who were now largely 
recruited from those classes which would naturally par- 
ticipate freely in public life. Hence the problem: Were 
Christians to ‘come out from the world,’ . . . or were they 
to go on a world-wide mission by more or less adapting 
themselves to Roman society, its ways, its laws, its cus- 
toms? The Church, face to face with this new and changed 
position, chose the second alternative: to use the graphic 
language of a modern scholar: ‘She marched through the 
open door into the Roman State, and settled down there 
for a long career of activity.’ To do this the Church in 
some way had to abandon its old discipline, its apostolic 
simplicity.”’* 

Hippolytus spent a considerable portion of his life as 
leader of a party which was in open opposition to the al- 
tered policy of the Church, a policy which permitted 
Christian converts a certain liberty in their actions, and 
encouraged them to share in the public life around them. 
During the pontificates of Zephyrinus and Callistus, A. D. 
202—222, deadly feuds raged between Hippolytus and 
the two popes. However, his views were rejected by the 
Church of Rome. 

The attitude which the Church of Rome assumed in 
this issue was setting the mold for the time to come. In 

numerous other questions of doctrine 
Papal Authority which arose in succeeding centuries, the 

Pope’s decision was received as authentic 
and divine, though it might contradict the clearest of sa- 
cred writings. The Pope spoke for God, and all the world 
stood in awe. So unquestioned became his authority, so 
unlimited his power, that in later years he even pre- 
sumed to change the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper 
into the actual body and blood of Christ. 

From what source did the Papacy claim to have gained 
all this authority? Catholic theologians misconstrue Matt. 
16: 16—18 to imply that Christ built His church upon 
Peter to whom He delegated all power in heaven and in 
earth. Peter, as the first Pope, transmitted this authority 
to his successor, they say, and so on through the ages 
every Pope’s word becomes infallible and divine. 

If ever a passage of Scripture was wrested to meet the 
demands of an ambitious, power-hungry hierarchy, it was 
this one. Jesus’ actual words to Peter were, “Thou art 
Peter [Petros, ‘splinter of the rock’], and upon this rock 
[ Petra, ‘huge mass of rock’] I will build my church.” The 
foundation rock of the Church is composed of the words 
of “the apostles, and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being 
the chief corner stone” (Eph. 2: 20). Peter has no pre- 
eminence here; and “other foundation can no man lay” 
(I Cor. 3:11). 

There is no evidence that Peter ever saw Rome. A 
writer in The International Standard Bible Ency. pro- 
nounces it “tradition—nothing more.” Phillips in his in- 
troduction to Romans says, “The Roman Catholic tradi- 
tion that Peter founded the Church in Rome is without 
reliable evidence.” 

The idea of Peter’s establishing a papal succession 
which has been continued to this day is equally unfounded. 


* Early Christianity and Paganism. —DONALD SPENCE. 


Paul testified that he was the last apostle (I Cor. 4:9, 
Douay), “one born out of due time” (I Cor. 15: 8) ; fur- 
thermore, the wall of the holy city, the New Jerusalem, 
had twelve foundations, which contain “the names of the 
twelve apostles of the Lamb” (Rev. 21: 14). No provision 
is made for the 300 popes who have followed. 

Thus Papacy is stripped of its authority. 

This power, who from the first tolerated the Chris- 
tians’ intercourse with the world and whose most recent 
declaration has ushered Mary, body and soul, into Heaven, 
was accurately symbolized in Daniel’s vision, and in 
Paul’s prophecy. The little horn, an outgrowth of the 
Roman Empire, would possess only human intelligence 
(“in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a 
mouth speaking great things”), yet it would claim to ex- 
ercise divine rights. 

To illustrate again: Open a copy of the Douay Version 
of the Bible. The preface is likely to be a lengthy Ency- 
clical of Pope Leo XIII extolling the Scriptures as a useful 
tool for the clergy (there is a marked lack of enthusiasm 
as regards its use by the masses). But fronting this intro- 
duction is a line which, for sheer effrontery, is in a class 
by itself. It is Nihil Obstat, or stamp of approval, of the 
Vatican Censor of Books. “Nothing against” the Word of 
the Almighty God! As we read, almost incredulously, 
these presumptuous words, over the centuries echoes the 
voice of the Apostle Paul: 


“Let no man deceive you by any means; for that day 
shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and 
that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition, who 
opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called 
God, or that is worshiped: so that he as God sitteth in 
the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.” 

(To be continued next issue) 





A Prayer 


When my hair is thin and silvered, and my time of toil 
is through, 

When the years behind are many and ahead of me are few, 

I shall want to sit, I reckon, sort of dreaming in the sun, 

And recall the roads I’ve traveled, and the many things 
I’ve done, 

I hope there’ll be no picture that I’ll hate to look upon 

When the time to paint it better, or to wipe it out, is gone. 


I hope there’ll be no vision of a hasty word I’ve said 

That ~ left a trail of sorrow, like a whip-welt sore and 
red. 

And I hope my old age dreaming will bring back no bitter 
scene 

Of a time when I was selfish, or a time when I was mean. 

When I’m getting old and feeble, and I’m far along life’s 
way, 

I don’t want to be regretting any bygone yesterdays. 


Iam painting now a picture that I’ll want some day to see; 

I am filling in a canvas that will soon come back to me. 

TaD en great is on it, and though nothing there 
is fine, 

I shall want to look it over when I’m old, and call it mine. 

So I — dare to leave it, while the paint is warm and 
wet, 

With a single thing upon it that I later will regret. 

—Sel. 
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The Body 


OD’S eternal purpose is that His followers should be 

“one body” with the unity of a perfect organism: a 
higher kind of organism than any that we know. “We are 
not meant to remain as children at the mercy of every 
chance wind . . .” said Paul. “But we are meant to hold 
firmly to the truth in love, and to grow up in every way 
into Christ, the Head. For it is from the Head that the 
Whole Body, as a harmonious structure knit together by 
the joints with which it is provided, grows by the proper 
functioning of individual parts to its full maturity in 
love” (Eph. 4: 14—16, Phillips). 

In such a perfect community each individual would be 
striving to grow up in every way after the pattern of 
Christ, the Head. Without this mutual aspiration there 
can be no true fellowship. But these members would not 
be “individualistic” in spirit. If they were, their personal- 
ities would be starved and cramped, narrow and selfish. 
The true blossom of character is in close fellowship. So 
we see that fellowship depends upon the largeness of our 
own soul. Fellowship or friendship needs delicate han- 
dling. It is not every flower that has vitality enough to 
grow in stony ground. 

This body of Christ is knit together by bonds of pa- 
tience, forbearance, love, longsuffering and trust. When 
we think of our own need for the constant exercise of 
patience, we also must admit the necessity for others to 
have it with us. 

Trust is one of the first requisites for creating unity. 
How can we be anything but alone if our attitude toward 
our brother is one of “armed neutrality,” if we are sus- 
picious, assertive, and complaining, and over-cautious in 
our contact? There must be a great deal of magnanimity 
and openness of mind to form a close fellowship. We must 
be willing to give ourselves freely and unreservedly to 
the Cause and to each other. 

A true brother or sister in the faith will never hurt 
needlessly, nor will he or she let occasions to correct 
others slip through cowardice. To speak the truth in love 
takes off the edge of unpleasantness, which so often is 
found in correction. Then, however the wound may smart, 
in the end we are thankful for the faithfulness which 
caused it. 

Again Paul describes this beautiful unity. “The body 
should work together as a whole with all the members 
in sympathetic relationship with one another. So it hap- 
pens that if one member suffers all the other members 
suffer with it, and if one member is honored all the mem- 
bers share a common joy” (I Cor. 12: 25, 26, Phillips). 
Here he describes the closeness of the unity of the Body 
of Christ where self-interest is obliterated in considera- 
tion for others. 

Should this organism fail to function as one body, it 
would become divided into countless little bits of life, 
each person trying to be an independent cell, a self-suf- 
ficient atom, instead of all joining together in a strong 
communal group. It is so easy to put ourselves, each one 
individually, in the center of our universe, where God 
ought to be. And when this happens we separate our- 
selves not only from each other but from the Almighty 
also. 


of Christ 


But the life of the Body of Christ lies in each member 
functioning properly and co-ordinating with every other 
member. Selfishness must give way to selflessness, pride 
to humility, resentment must be replaced with kindness, 
anger with patience, slander and malice must be replaced 
at every turn with truth and love; hastiness must be 
superseded by careful judgment, fault-finding faded com- 
pletely by understanding. 

Beside the enjoyment of fellowship, another of its 
noble fruits is the direct help it can give us in the diffi- 
culties of life. It gives strength to the character. It sobers 
and steadies through the responsibility we have for each 
other. When men face trouble together and are ready to 
stand shoulder to shoulder, the sense of comradeship 
makes each strong. Just to know that help is there if 
needed is a great comfort, to know that if one falls the 
other will lift him up. The fight is not so hard when we 
know that we are not alone, but that there are some who 
think of us and pray for us, and would gladly help us if 
they had the opportunity. 

This is the relationship that existed between Ruth and 
Naomi; it is something that the spiritual life demands. 
Naomi, who tested Ruth, tried to send her back to her 
own country, tried to cut her off from fellowship, but to 
Ruth that would have been worse than death itself and 
she said, “Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from 
following after thee, for whither thou goest, I will go; 
and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall 
be my people, and thy God my God: where thou diest, 
will I die, and there will I be buried: the Lord do so to 
me, and more also, if ought but death part thee and me.” 

David and Jonathan represent the typical closeness of 
unity under adverse circumstances. Out of all the chaos 
of the time and the disorder of their lives, there arose for 
them a new and beautiful world, where reigned peace, 
and love and sweet content. It was the miracle of the 
death of self. Jonathan forgot his pride, and David his 
ambition. Jonathan’s princely soul had not room for envy 
or jealousy. David’s frank nature rose to meet the mag- 
nanimity of his friend. They agreed to be true to each 
other in their difficult position. Close and tender must 
have been the bond, which had such fruit in princely gen- 
erosity and mutual loyalty. 

Fellowship is that relationship that existed between 
Mary and Jesus when she sat at His feet listening to the 
gracious words that flowed from His lips. Or the fellow- 
ship between Mary Magdalene and Jesus. We can be sure 
that the relationship was so close in the past that when 
they met in the garden Jesus knew her whole heart and 
He knew that they were both serving the same God. 

We may attempt to feign fellowship when we are walk- 
ing in the truth but this is impossible. “If we say that we 
have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie 
and do not the truth: but if we walk in the light, as he 
is in the light, we have fellowship one with another” 
(I John 1: 6, 7). So the road to fellowship is in imitating 
the Christ life. It is a reward to those who live the Christ 
life, who walk as He walked. 

Fellowship with God and fellowship with men cannot 
be separated in our mortal life. They can hardly even be 
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distinguished. Paul explains this fact, “I would have you 
know, that the head of every man is Christ; ... and the 
head of Christ is God” (I Cor. 11:3). This is the fellow- 
ship that grows higher until it reaches the fountainhead 
of Life itself, the Almighty God. Here we reach the ul- 
timate in fellowship, fellowship with God and Christ, His 
Son. Our fellowship with God depends upon our relation- 
ship to our fellow man. “For he that loveth not his brother 
whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath 
not seen” (I John 4:20). Thus the true life of Chris- 
tianity is found in the united enjoyment of God and His 
principles, a life of complete selfless service. That is God’s 
plan for us: that we should be one body. 

We shall find that through our union with the Author 
of love and fellowship we are led into richer and fuller 
intercourse with our brethren. The nearer we get to the 
center of the circle, the nearer we get to each other. To be 
joined together in truth is the only permanent union, 
deeper than the tie of blood, higher than the bond of kin, 
closer than the most sacred earthly relationship. This is 
the Body of Christ. 





Today or Tomorrow 


S WE GO about our daily duties, whatever they may 

be, how easy it is to say, “I’ll do that tomorrow,” of 
some simple task that could just as well have been done 
while we were thinking about it. Even such a pleasant 
task as writing a letter to a friend is easily laid aside 
from one day to the next, while something else that really 
doesn’t matter gets priority. 

In one of our farm papers recently appeared a short 
editoria] entitled, “There’s Always a Tomorrow.” It car- 
ried the thought that man’s mistakes which are made 
today have only to be “slept on,” as the saying goes, and 
when the new day dawns, everything will look different; 
for then it will have happened yesterday. And then all one 
needs to be concerned about is what kind of person he 
will be tomorrow. 

Perhaps, I thought, this might sometimes be true, but 
how can one be sure that there will always be a tomor- 
row? Many have started on a vacation trip, expecting to 
return to their work in a few days, or a few weeks, only 
to meet with accidental death, never to return. Others 
have planned retirement—comfortable years to be spent 
enjoying a hard-earned pension, only to be met by the 
Grim Reaper before their plans had materialized. Some 
even are struck down in youth, while still planning their 
lifework. For them there is no “tomorrow.” 

And is it not so with us? Is not today a much more im- 
portant day than tomorrow? What we make of “today” 
determines our “tomorrow.” Can we ever be sure of an- 
other day to do the things that we know we should have 
done today or yesterday? Can we be sure our life will be 
spared if we are not doing that which we know we ought 
to do? We have God’s promise that His angel will encamp 
about and deliver them that “fear him.” We find many 
definitions of “the fear of the Lord” in the Scriptures, all 
of which are, in essence, to depart from evil. If we do not 
“hate evil” we shall not have the guardian angel to pro- 
tect us and assure us of another day in which to work. Of 


the class that “hated knowledge, and did not choose the 
fear of the Lord,” we read, “They shall call upon me, but 
I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall 
not find me.” Surely, for them there will be no “tomor- 
row,” no dawn of prosperity and happiness. 

The Wise Man said, “Boast not thyself of tomorrow; 
for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.” Jesus, 
in His first recorded sermon, said, “Take therefore no 
thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself.” The only day about 
which we need to concern ourselves is today. What we are 
doing today will determine whether our tomorrow will 
come. If we are doing today what is required of us, our 
tomorrow will surely dawn bright and cloudless in the 
Kingdom of the Messiah. 


Listen to the water mill through the livelong day; 

How the clanking of the wheels wears the hours away! 
Languidly the autumn wind stirs the greenwood leaves; 
From the fields the reapers sing, binding up the sheaves; 
And a proverb haunts my mind, as a spell is cast: 

“The mill will never grind with the water that has passed.” 


Take the lesson to thyself, living heart and true; 

Golden years are floating by, youth is passing, too; 
Learn to make the most of life, lose no happy day; 
Time will never bring thee back chances swept away. 
Leave no tender word unsaid; love while life shall last, 
“The mill will never grind with the water that has passed.” 


Work while yet the daylight shines, man of strength and 
will; 

Never does the streamlet glide useless by the mill. 

Wait not till tomorrow’s sun beams upon the way; 

All that thou canst call thine own lies in thy today. 

Power, intellect, and health may not, cannot last; 

“The mill will never grind with the water that has passed.” 


Oh, the wasted hours of life that have drifted by; 

Oh, the good we might have done, Jost without a sigh; 
Love that once we might have saved by a single word; 
Thoughts conceived, but never penned, perishing unheard. 
Take the proverb to thine heart, take! oh, hold it fast! 
“The mill will never grind with the water that has passed.” 





Clean Hands 


Once in my childhood, days long gone and dead, 

I watched a supper table being spread 

By busy hands: and eagerly I said, 

Wishing to help—‘Please, may I bring the bread?” 

Gently, reprovingly, a kind voice said, “Are your 
hands clean?” 


Oft when I see the multitude unfed 

And waiting hungry for the living bread, 

My heart and hands are eager to be sped 

To bring the manna that they may be fed. 
But One Voice says, e’en as a voice once said, 
“Are your hands clean?” 


A pertinent question in this day of eagerness to climb 
—fitted or not. That one question should give pause. 





January 25, 1958 


MEGIDDO 





MESSAGE 9 





Captive or Master? 


LL humanity is in captivity to habits and patterns of 

thinking; to fears, superstitions and inhibitions in 
some area of their experience. Conditioned by what they 
hear, read, and observe, many people cower behind frus- 
trations and incompetencies entirely unjustified, or yield 
an involuntary subservience to a way of life over which 
they continually fret. 

An old aphorism says, “In the country of the blind the 
one-eyed man is king.” But any man is king in his own 
right who can see through false claims, ghostly fears and 
sham pretenses to the basic realities that would make him 
free to choose the way of life he shall take. We become 
captive to whatever masters our thinking. A man once 
said, “Such as are thy habitual thoughts, such also will be 
the character of thy soul—for the soul is dyed by thy 
thoughts.” Centuries before, the Wise Man declared, “For 
as he thinketh in his heart, so is he” (Prov. 23:7). 

Not only must we be stirred up to be mindful of our 
solemn vows and the great work before us, but also of 
the necessary rate of change from our old way of living 


to the new and living way. As the evening shades con- . 


tinue to stretch, the stern realization is before us that 
there will be an abrupt ending. Whether we are captives 
to our own ways or have become masters of the new life 
will be brought to light as it was in the days when Lot’s 
wife fled from the doomed cities. She appeared to do well 
but her heart was still with her old home and its sur- 
roundings. Alas! she looked back; her old ways held her 
captive. Jesus said, “Remember Lot’s wife.” 

To remain in captivity to the things that hamper our 
progress when we have the assurance that we can bring 
every thought into subjection if we will, is indeed a sad 
spectacle. Our days of pain are few in comparison with 
the millenniums of joy and happiness ahead. Let no one 
or anything stand between you and daily tests of your 
growth. Let nothing deny you the rich opportunity to 
gain strength by adversity, confidence by mastery, and 
success by being worthy of it. One of the greatest lessons 
in self-mastery was taught in Gethsemane when Jesus 
prayed to have the cup removed; but because of the joy 
set before Him, He concluded, “Nevertheless, thy will be 
done.” 

Our success will be dependent upon how much effort 
we throw into our work. It is sad to note how few are 
willing to put forth all their effort for so great a reward. 
This is the tragic cause of failure, or, if not failure, it is 
the reason we are only partially successful. 

Every night we should call ourselves to account. What 
infirmity have we mastered today? What passions were 
opposed? What temptations resisted? How much courage 
have we added to our faith? What virtue was acquired 
and what were our failures? Our shortcomings will abate 
themselves if they are brought to light every day. Greater 
than the powers employed to conquer a city are the titanic 
forces released when a man applies himself to that good 
understanding and the mastery of his own nature. 

One of the real differentiating features between people 
is in the amount of their energy. The distinction between 
the ten talent men and women and the one talent men and 
women lies in a strong will to obey the divine commands, 
a settled purpose so that nothing can swerve them from 


their course, and an invincible determination to accom- 
plish the work. Let us fire the heart with these lifegiving 
words, get them so deeply impressed upon our minds that 
there will no longer be any desire to serve the flesh. If we 
believe in the opportunity before us, if we will apply our- 
selves, study, and put ourselves wholly into the work, we 
can lift ourselves to that perfect standard at which we 
want to live. Develop a faith that can outride any diffi- 
culty, visualization that can see above every obstacle, so 
that your action will instinctively follow in the victory- 
groove pioneered by a faith-inspired mind. It is what is 
in the heart of you, either good or evil, strength or weak- 
ness, that will eventually disclose whether you are a cap- 
tive or a master. 





I know not what the future holds; I do not ask to see 
Beyond today because I know that it’s all planned for me. 
And though I may not understand the pattern of today, 
I know it has a purpose if I trust God all the way. 

The pattern may seem intricate and sometimes out of line, 
When suddenly it falls in place and makes its own design. 
And when I try to force each piece to fit a certain way, 
It all becomes distorted and I cannot make it lay. 

And, so, I’ll leave it all to Him, who planned the whole 


design, 
And live each moment as it comes; my doubts and fears 
resign. —Selected. 





cAnnouncement 


The anniversary of Christ’s birth, Abib First—a mov- 
able date, being lunar time—begins this year on Thurs- 
day evening, March 20, closing Friday evening, March 21. 

Thus the True Christmas and New Year celebration 
will be commemorated at the Megiddo Mission in the 
springtime when all nature begins its annual cycle of re- 
birth, bursting forth in bud and flower. 

Greater than the din and activity of the December 25 
celebration of pagan Saturnalia origin, must be the praise 
and joyful preparation of the true Christian. 

Preparation is going on apace here, and the celebration 
will begin with a drama on the evening of March 20. A 
morning praise service in the Church at 8 o’clock will 
start the day, Friday, March 21. A Children’s Program 
in the afternoon is anticipated; the closing program 
Friday evening, March 21, will be a quiet hour of reflec- 
tion and resolve. 

We extend to our readers an invitation to come and 
worship with us at the Megiddo Mission on this joyous 
occasion. To those who must observe the day alone, we 
trust it will be a day of blessing. Under such circum- 
stances let the joy ring in song and story from year to 
year until the dawning of the glad day of His return and 
the good tidings fill the earth. 

A new and interesting 16-page folder which contrasts 
pagan and Bible time, pagan and Christian celebration 
of the event, and how the true date is calculated, will be 
available soon. Mail your order now. 

Price, 50 cents per 100. 
Address: 
Megiddo Mission, 
Dept. W, 
Rochester 19, N. Y. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when 
he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord 
hath promised to them that love him” (James 1: 12). 


In our meditation verse, trial and temptation are tied 
by promise to a crown of life for those who are show- 
ing their love for God by doing His will. And of course 
the only way we can become acceptable to anyone is by 
doing the things pleasing to him. The word “trial’’ is 
often used interchangeably with grief, poverty, adversity 
or misfortune. These often come through ignorance, in- 
difference or poor judgment, and all could be controlled 
by man to some extent. True trial or temptation can come 
only to the true follower of God. It is always the result 
of an effort to live in a way acceptable to God. 

Promise opens the door to the future just wide enough 
to enable us to catch a fleeting glimpse of the glories of 
eternity ; just enough to encourage us by making us real- 
ize that these wonders that are promised are now within 
our grasp, for the promise is to those who will “lay hold 
on eternal life.” What we see in this brief glimpse is just 
what should encourage us to the effort of resisting all 
that would discourage or delay us in gaining an entrance 
into that wonderful future of God. It should stiffen our 
determination and purpose to lift ourselves out of our 
low mortal condition, and become somebody in God’s 
sight. Character is the part of us that determines how 
we react to these surrounding conditions. A strong char- 
acter will cling with an unswerving determination to a 
selected course. This characteristic can be seen plainly 
in the lives of the true followers of God in all ages, pres- 
ent or past. 

The Christian’s capacity for enjoying life is not less 
than the worldling who spends a lifetime pursuing every 
pleasure. Abraham did not love his son less because he 
was willing to sacrifice him. He only loved God more in 
being willing to crush down his own feelings in obedience. 
Paul did not love position and power the less because he 
became a virtua] outcast, compared with his earlier life. 
He was willing only to obey at all cost. The mountain tor- 
rent pours its strength against the rock only to be broken 
into white foam. The rock has the strength to resist. But 
pouring its strength against an earth bank, the stream 
eats it away. The difference is their ability to resist. 

In modern warfare, from the very start, every effort 
is made to break down and destroy a nation’s will to re- 
sist and to wage war. This is because the ability to wage 
war depends not only on the military forces in the field, 
but equally on the resources and active will of the entire 
community. If this will is seriously impaired or broken, 
all is lost to the defensive. In the Christian’s warfare 
against all that is not edifying or upbuilding, the very 
same condition holds. Our ability is measured almost en- 
tirely by our will to resist temptation, endure trial, and to 
strike back with a direct effort that provides an improved 
position. 

Products or people must be tested and tried before we 


can place confidence in them. Is the great Eternal God less 
wise than man? Will He accept candidates for eternal 
life without trying them to make sure they have the de- 
sirable and necessary character? Our meditation verse 
says this testing must come before the blessing. Man’s 
promises mean nothing to God; it is his performance 
that counts. The difference between success and failure 
in the testing and trial of a Christian, is his own attitude. 
While all have not the same weakness, all have the ability 
to overcome their weakness and become strong. The one 
who does not resist, develops no strength. But he who 
resists and resists, time after time, develops the strength 
to continue resisting the temptation more and more suc- 
cessfully. This is enduring, and it is to the one who en- 
dures that the blessing is given. The Emphatic Diaglott 
gives this, “Happy the man who endures trial; because 
having become an approved person, he shall receive the 
crown of life... .” 

While all have not the same weakness to overcome in 
the testing, there is one difficult test that all must pass. 
This is the difficulty of putting God first, always, and in 
everything. Man is so prone to feel that his needs are 
large and pressing. The intimacy of our own problems 
usually magnifies their importance to us out of true pro- 
portion. Can anyone who has food, shelter and clothing, 
really have a temporal problem that could be greater than 
the one of gaining an entrance into God’s Eternal King- 
dom? Human nature has not changed since Jesus said, 
“And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when 
they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and 
riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to 
perfection” (Luke 8:14). The cares come to all. A few 
resist their encroachment. 


Without a deep desire for the wonders of the Kingdom 
and the blessings of eternal life, little will ever be accom- 
plished. To endure temptations successfully, the blessing 
must never be out of mind. Paul said, “For our light afflic- 
tion, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (II Cor. 4: 
17). He held the prize before him and counted his afflic- 
tions light. As Jesus, “who for the joy that was set be- 
fore him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
set down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 


In some endeavor, a little endurance may be enough. 
Not so with the Christian. He must have much endurance 
or be accounted to have none, for only “he that endureth 
to the end shall be saved,” says Jesus (Matt. 10: 22). 


One dictionary commenting on the synonyms for “en- 
dure” says, ‘““Beav is the most general of these words; it 
is metaphorically to hold up or keep up a burden of care, 
pain, grief, annoyance or the like, without sinking, la- 
menting or repining.” Cheerfulness is another ingredi- 
ent of Christian endurance, which is the endurance of 
trial] without complaint. Even this is not enough. “Esteem 
it all joy, my brethren, when you fall into various trials” 
(James 1:2, Diaglott). It is an honor to be tried and 
tested by the Eternal. And how great that honor to be 
passed to the right and blessed, as the Psalmist foretold! 
“And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, 
that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also 
shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper” 
(Ps. 1:3). Who shall stand when God doeth this? He that 
endureth temptation; he shall receive the crown of life. 





Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Please explain Rom. 7: 13—17. 


In these verses, Paul refers to the struggle between the 
flesh or carnal nature and the spirit, the higher nature 
governed by God’s law. He felt a law within him—that 
of the natural mind with which every aspiring Christian 
is familiar. As soon as we enter Christ’s service, a battle 
begins within, which the apostle vividly describes in 
Romans 7. When we would do good evil is present, and 
the things we would do (governed by the natural mind) 
we cannot allow. The self-discipline which the law of God 
requires and which the natural mind hates—that we must 
do. A complete and thorough change takes place until we 
become a new creature (II Cor. 5:17). Paul depicts the 
same struggle in Gal. 5:16, 17, “For the flesh lusteth 
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and 
these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot 
do the things that ye would.” To be successful, we must 


“walk in the Spirit”; then “ye shall not fulfill the lust of 
the flesh.” 


Is it true that the Apostle Paul expected Christ to return 
in his day? 


No. Paul was familiar with Bible prophecy and knew 
many events, covering hundreds of years, had to occur 
before Christ’s return, one of which was the “falling 
away” from truth. He warned his brethren in II Thess. 2 
not to be deceived, that Christ would not come until after 
that. He warned of the same condition in Acts 20: 29, 30, 
but said that it would not be until “after his departure.” 
The fact that he cherished the hope of the resurrection 
(Phil. 3:11) proves he was expecting to die before 
Christ’s return, for he plainly said “that he which raised 
up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also” (II Cor. 4: 14). 

In I Thess. 4: 17, speaking of Christ’s coming, he did 
say, ‘“‘we which are alive and remain.” Here he was refer- 
ring to the church of Christ of which he was a member, 
but individually he was expecting to die. 


In John 1: 15 John the Baptist said that Jesus was before 
him. How can that be harmonized with the fact that Jesus did 
not exist before His birth? 


Jesus, as the central figure of the plan of God and the 
future King of earth, was “before” or superior to His 
forerunner, John the Baptist. The word “before” is here 
used to denote precedence of rank rather than of time. 
Compare John’s statement in Mark 1: 7. It is certain that 
no man, Jesus Christ included, can or does exist before 
his birth. 


Why does the Megiddo Mission still forbid the use of pork 
as prescribed in the Old Testament when swine today are 
being fed grain, and since medical science has proved pork 
to be several times more nutritious than other meats? 


The Megiddo Mission does not “forbid” the use of pork, 
nor make it a test of fellowship, since “the kingdom of 
God is not meat and drink” (Romans 14:17). We have 
always advised against it in a general way, as a health 
measure, because of the well-known habits of swine, and 
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because pork is admittedly more liable than other meats 
to parasitic infestation. American methods of inspection 
do not tend to control trichinosis, a painful and incurable 
disease which is more common than most people realize. 
The question probably overstates the medical opinion, 
which is by no means unanimous. But when the use of 
pork products is prescribed by a physician, the matter is 
left entirely to the individual judgment and conscience. 


The Megiddo Mission teaches that anger in any form is un- 
christian. How can that be harmonized with the passage of 
Scripture which says, “Be not angry without cause”? Does not 
God Himself speak of anger and hatred against those who so 
deserve? 


The text in question is Matt. 5: 22. The words “with- 
out cause” are a variant reading found in some manu- 
scripts, but omitted in every version except King James. 
We think the judgment of the majority of translators is 
correct. There is no sufficient cause, excuse or justifica- 
tion for the destructive passion commonly known as an- 
ger. There is a righteous indignation against sin which 
is a very different thing; also the wrath of God, which is 
judicial condemnation. 


What would we do if we did not have the Ten Command- 
ments? 

The law of faith is a perfect furnisher to every good 
work (II Tim. 3:16, 17). Abel, Enoch and Abraham be- 
came perfect and pleased God before the ten-command- 
ment law was given. It was only a national law, like the 
law of our land, and would never give life. We need other 
commandments not included in the Mosaic Law, such as 
we find in Ps. 37:8, 9; James 1:4; II Cor. 6:17, 18; 
Eph. 4: 22, 24, 31, 32. None of these are mentioned in 
the Ten Commandments which were abolished with the 
Mosaic Law (II Cor. 3:13), for Jesus said, “Not one 
jot or tittle shall pass from the law till all be fulfilled” 
(Matt. 5:18). The law of faith is far deeper than the 
Mosaic Law, reaching to the motives of the heart, and 
demanding purity of the mind. 


When Jesus said, “All they that take the sword shall perish 
with the sword” (Matt. 26: 52), was it in harmony with Gen. 
9: 6 which says, “Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall 
his blood be shed”? 


Jesus’ statement applies to personal vengeance or par- 
ticipation in man’s unrighteous wars. Genesis 9: 6 states 
a principle of justice, the beginning of criminal law, the 
recognition of a capital offense. The penalty is always to 
be executed by law, and not in the heat of passion. (Even 
the blood feud, which seems to have been universal before 
the rule of formal statute, is recognized as a primitive 
form of law, an advance from the possibility of tribal 
warfare over a personal affair.) There is no conflict of 
principle here. 


How do you identify a Christian? 


A Christian is not simply a church-goer but a doer of 
God’s commandments—one whose characteristics are 
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, etc. He bears the fruits of 
the Spirit and not the fruits of the flesh (Gal. 5: 19—23). 
A Christian is one who walks in the footsteps of Jesus. 
Though he may fail at times, he keeps growing stronger 
until he succeeds. 


11 





About Bearing Much Fruit 


We frequently hear the thought expressed that we 
ought to bear much fruit. When our greatest Teacher 
and Example walked the highways and byways, de- 
livering the good news of the Kingdom, His listeners 
were people from the humbler walks of life. There- 
fore it was fitting that He use illustrations in His 
sermons that His audience could readily understand, 
matters about which they were more or less familiar 
in their everyday life. 

A vine that produced no melons was of no account. 
A tree that produced no figs was not worth having. 
A tree that yielded no olives should no longer be per- 
mitted to take up valuable space. Thus it was that 
a fruit bearing tree was something of value, while 
the non-yielding tree was to be considered worth- 
less. So when our Lord in His sermons laid down the 
principle that we were to be trees of righteousness, 
bearing all manner of good fruits, He gave us a 
theme for a lifetime by which we may glorify God— 
“that ye bear much fruit.” 

We understand that these fruits must consist of 
good works. Now we naturally are not trees of right- 
eousness, and left to ourselves in our own natural 
state we would be incapable of knowing whether we 
were producing good fruits or bad fruits. Therefore, 
it is necessary that a higher law be observed, and 
_ knowledge from a higher source than man must 
direct us. 

Once this knowledge has been acquired or grafted 
into our naturally wild plants, we are in a position 
to tame down and produce fruits of good quality and 
lasting importance. At the same time an obligation 
is laid upon us; either we must produce these good 
fruits or suffer the wrath of the Master of the vine- 
yard. 

In today’s modern orchard every precaution is 


taken to insure a bountiful harvest. The orchardist 
does everything in his power to endeavor to get a 
greater percentage of perfect fruit. From the first 
spray of early spring to the packaging of the graded 
product, he aims and tries for quality fruit. 

Can we, in any manner, think the Lord to be less 
wise? He will have trees producing much good fruit. 
He will uproot and get rid of all non-producers. That 
is what we would do if we were the fruit grower. 
And indeed, it is only just and reasonable that we 
grant the Lord the same privilege. 

We are not asked to go forth and achieve some 
great feat, but it is required that we learn how to 
rule one individual and that individual is self. He 
who conquers his lower self becomes a part of God’s 
truly great ones. This type of individual will be 
found producing much perfect fruit even though the 
circumstances be varied and trying. 

Because a tree produces a few dozen of the largest 
size apples does not mean that it is the most valu- 
able tree in the orchard. Rather, the honor would go 
to the tree that consistently yields bushel after 
bushel of wholesome, salable fruit. Therefore it be- 
hooves us to produce good fruits in generous fash- 
ion. Let us remember that deeds of kindness, a help- 
ing hand, a cheerful word, a kindly smile—done 
without sounding of the trumpet or hope of reward 
in this life—may very well encourage a brother to 
reach new heights of productivity. 

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for breth- 
ren to work together side by side in this vineyard 
with a unity of purpose, helping one another to pro- 
duce a truly bountiful harvest, so that when the 
Master of the vineyard arrives on the scene He will 
be greatly pleased with our efforts, and say, “Well 
done, thou good and faithful servant.” 
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